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Meeco
“Our vision is to 

create a place for 
everyone on the planet 
to get equity and value

in exchange for the 
data they share”

Meeco Manifesto, 2012
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How did I get here?
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Child of the 60’s
Teenager of 70’s
Career of 80’s
Question 90’s
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1967
Original 

Star Trek



1969
Moon 

Landing
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1977
Star Wars 
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1982
Blade Runner
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2002
Minority 
Report



2012
Facebook IPO

Risks
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Yes, there are two paths you can go by
but in the long run

There’s still time to change the road you’re on
- Led Zeppelin
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Two 
Paths
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We are on the edge of a [r]evolution
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Renaissance
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Feudalism
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“Every child born in today’s digital world will live a 
dual physical and digital life. 

How we enable privacy and security for their 
digital twin in as important as the rights afforded 

to them in the physical world. 

If we don’t get this right, we risk a generation born 
into digital slavery”

- Katryna Dow, World Government Summit, 2019



We 
require a new 

societal 
contract

#IEEEDOW 



#IEEEDOW 

We’re 
becoming 
phyigital



Never read the 
T&C’s

Health & 
education data 
to 3rd parties

Wearables & 
things record 

everything

We become
the product

Average digital 
birth 6 weeks
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PII = 
Any information 

relating to identified 
or identifiable 

person
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New 
paradigm of 

dual-existence 
calls for a rethinking 
of individual identity 

& personal 
IP
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Katie Bindley 
of WSJ

Dialed-up privacy, 
Downloaded 

What-to-Expect
= 11 hours 

targeted adds
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DNA
testing company 

23andMe 
Signed $300M deal 

with drug giant
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Smart 
diapers 

and 
swallowing

bots 
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50% 
of teens 

feel they’re 
addicted to their 

phones
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Self-lacing 
shoes
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Social 
isolation, 

depression, 
bullying



The digital 
student & 
3rd party 
platforms
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Nature 
of 

Work
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Ships
your “likely” 

next 
order
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Audi
just launched 
first vehicle 

to
infrastructure
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“We’re from the government,
we’re here to help you
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China 
bans 23M 

citizens from 
buying travel 

tickets as part of 
“social credit” 

system
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IMF
White Paper 
on negative 
interest for 

cash



#IEEEDOW 

2018
cash was eclipsed 
by digital payments

in UK - By 2026,  
predicted cash 
will be used for 

just 21%



Personalisation:
Health

Education
Finance
Travel
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“When you invent the ship, you also invent 
the shipwreck; when you invent the plane, 

you invent the plane crash.... Every 
technology carries its own negativity, invented 

at the same time as technical progress”
-French tech theorist Paul Virilio
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Tech is 
neutral
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Rapid 
fusion of physical, 

biological and digital 
is moving us from 
a fourth Industrial 

revolution to a 
new age



Computer 
screen on 

contact lens 
University of Washington
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Future 
UI

MIND
Arnav Kapur, MIT

Surfs
internet with his mind,

googles questions
and hears answers 

through skull
vibrations into 
his inner ear
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Just
connected 

three brains to  
mentally share 

thoughts
University of 
Washington
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Technomaladies



Our overwhelming relationship with 
technology is changing interpersonal 

and social behaviours, altering how we 
think about each other and fuelling a 
radical dependence on our devices.

- Sparks & Honey, 2019
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Our overwhelming relationship with 
technology is changing interpersonal 

and social behaviours, altering how we 
think about each other and fuelling a 
radical dependence on our devices.

- Sparks & Honey, 2019
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We’re 
watching 

you



“…pervasive surveillance and constant 
subtle manipulation is unethical, cruel, 

dangerous and inhuman”
- Jaron Lanier
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Track 
people

in order to
create a product 

or 
service
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Products
and

services for 
people
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Part of the challenge is a lot of the innovation right now 
is driven by the commercial sector, and in that case their 
focus is on profitability and getting a product out there 
and getting the new capability, a new shiny object that 
they want to excite the consumer to buy. For them, 
moral and ethical repercussions are not necessarily part 
of their development timeline.

- Richmond



“If Facebook’s 
algorithms were 
executives, the 
public would be 
demanding their 
heads on a stick”

-David Lee, BBC News
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2010
“Sorry Mark”
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“Privacy means people know what they’re 
signing up for, in plain English. I’m an optimist. I 
believe people are smart, and some people want 
to share more data than other people do. Ask 
them. Ask them every time. Make them tell you 
to stop asking them if they get tired of you asking 
them. Let them know precisely what you’re going 
to do with their data” 

– Steve Jobs
#IEEEDOW 
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It’s not just about privacy,
it’s about power
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None 
of these 

existed in
2003
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Losing
experiential 

Privacy
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Welcome 
to the

“As-a-service” 
world
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Reading 
newspaper

cash @ cornerstone
fertility & sex
watching TV
taking a bus

sleeping



#IEEEDOW 

Living 
in a 

“post truth” 
world….



Surveillance 
and distrust

versus
consent 
and trust
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How we collect and process open, big, 
personal data, and harness algorithms, AI 
and automation, however, will determine 

whether society evolves in the best 
interest of mankind. 

#IEEEDOW 



Maximum 
Value

Minimum 
Collection

2017, Meeco Planet Pty Ltd



I 
am 
the 

edge
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Zero 
knowledge 

proofs
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AI 
will add

16 Trillion $ 
to global 

economy by 
2030
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The world 
is flat

…..and then we 
discovered is 

isn’t
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We’re 
still learning 
about human 

consciousness
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We’re 
already
making

some big 
mistakes
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75

Effective 
regulation can 

incentivise society 
to work

in best interest 
of the 

collective
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…but 
technology, AI 

and robotics are 
moving at an 

exponential pace, 
coding old/new 

social 
norms



“Nanny” 
in every 
home by 

2025
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Automate 
and anticipate the 
general needs of 

society rather than 
specific needs of 

individual



“The enemy of the future is the 
complacent Person”

- Jaron Lanier
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We 
require the 
mechanism 

to train algorithms 
to develop 

personalized 
AI
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Reflect 
my personal choices

+ values + ethics 
of my world view so
I can negotiate terms 
that correspond with 

my social 
norms
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What do we want for our 
collective future?
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Back 
to first

principles
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Agency…
is the theme 

that connected 
the sum 

of the parts
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The 
capacity for 

human beings to 
make choices, to 
think and act in 
ways that shape 

their own life 
trajectory



86

#P7006
Enable ethics 

based 
personal 

AI
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Move 
beyond 

asymmetry:  
foresee and 

mitigate ethical 
implications
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Now 
more than ever we 
must debate and 

design the 
ethics of our digitally 

connected 
world

#IEEEDOW 



89
#IEEEDOW 

Feudalistic 
new-age, 
marked by 

prejudice, loss
of freedom



90
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Feudalistic 
new-age, 
marked by 

prejudice, loss
of freedom Digital 

renaissance 
where 

humanity 
thrives



Yes, there are two paths we can go by
But in the long run

There’s still time to change the road we’re on
- Led Zeppelin 
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That 
time

is now
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